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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS

I hope you were all able to have an enjoyable Christmas
break and did all the things and saw all the people that you
wanted to see. I also hope you were friendly with those that you
had to see! Christmas apparently is the third most stressful time
after divorce and house selling!

Turkey all done and no more pigs in blankets for another
twelve months. New Year resolutions need to be taken up in
earnest or the old ones wheeled out again for another airing. 

The New Year gives us all the excuse, if we need it, or the
opportunity at least, to start something anew. Whether that is career, relationships or the way
we go about things. We should all sit back and assess whether what we do is achieving what
we want. If it is not doing so, then there is ultimately only one person who can change that.

Enough philosophising from me. On to more immediate things that affect us here in
Bottisham. Planning application now in for the new housing development on the old Crystal
Structures site and the outcome may well be decided by the time you read this. It is hoped
that it will provide not only new housing, but an element of local employment as well.

The outline plans for the additional houses in Ox meadow have been publicised and will
no doubt be submitted shortly. If you have any interest in the growth of this village, and I
am sure you do, then remember you can always see the planning applications on line when
they are submitted and the Parish Council also receives copy of those plans. It is the parish
council who then makes its comments to East Cambs District Council who are the planning
authority. Each month all planning applications that are submitted are notified in The
Cresset with their reference number. You can use that to go on line to the ECDC website
and see for yourself the progress and detail of the application.

So what do we have for you in this New Year’s magazine.
Tony Jolley’s article is always worth a read each month and this month particularly.

Tony keeps his eyes and ears on all things Bottisham and makes pertinent comment. Gerry
Daish, our Sports Nut is always a good read and there are also a lot of other articles and
information to keep you abreast of what’s going on.

Speaking of information, Lode has established an on-line archive as a village record and
Coral Hatley writes to invite contributions from our village as well. She also makes the
suggestion that Bottisham should use the same website to establish our own on-line record. 

I am sure there is a lot of material in existence in peoples’ homes and it would be
wonderful if it could be gathered together and made available for us all to see. Do have a
read at Coral’s article and also the website. If that inspires you enough perhaps you could
be one of the group who could put it together. 

You will also see a letter from Ione Evans and Rich Braun regarding the changes taking
place at the pool and sports centre. At the time of writing it appears that the college
governors will not be changing their minds and the pool will not be available for public use
during the day. It seems to be a case of bolting horses getting away, when the door should
have been fixed years ago. 

It now seems one of these inevitable changes which come about as money gets tight and
volunteers are always hard to find. Compound that with today’s obsession with Elf ‘n
Safety and the ‘Ah, but what if ’ mentality and the world will gradually grind to a halt. 
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ContentsFortunately there are still one or two who carry on regardless and make life enjoyable
for themselves and those around them.

I know which one I would rather be. A much more satisfying outlook.
Keep taking the tablets and don’t allow the doom merchants to drag you down. PW

(Editorial continued.)

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 

The cost is £10 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are welcome to
bring along your own refreshments. There is ample parking on site. For further
information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks, 01638 741159 or check out
our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk

*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings in the Main
Hall at Bottisham Village College. We will have music for
Ballroom, Latin American and popular Sequence dancing.

10th January

14th February (black tie optional)
14th March

18th April

9th May (black tie optional)

Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm

Holy Trinity, Bottisham  -  Services in January 2015

Sunday 4th  11 a.m. Holy Communion Revd Elizabeth Caswell

Wednesday 7th 8 p.m. Compline by Candlelight led by Dr Sarah Maxwell

Sunday 11th 10 a.m. Benefice Communion Revd Sue Giles Marsh
11 a.m. Morning Prayer Dr Sarah Maxwell

Sunday 25th No service in Holy Trinity
10 a.m. Benefice Communion in Lode 

From this month there will be a change in the pattern of services in the 5 churches in the
Anglesey Group (the Benefice), largely forced by the lack of availability of ordained
ministers to help the Revd Sue to keep the full range of services in all churches. There
will now be two services each month shared by all congregations. Please note that these
shared services are at 10 a.m. Details of other services in the Benefice are on the notice
board in the church.
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Based in Bottisham Primary School grounds,
we offer lots of fun & structured play with 
caring qualified staff in a safe environment.

Playgroup for 2½ years onwards
Sessions run on a Monday,Tuesday,Thursday and
Friday morning, 9am – 12noon and afternoons
12.15 – 3.15pm depending on demand. £10.00 per session.

Pre-playgroup for 2 to 2½ years
Creative play sessions for 2 to 2½ year olds with 
their mums, dads or childminders every Wednesday
morning 9.15 – 11.15am.  £6.50 per session

Places now available, please call 01223 813226 for more information!

Saplings Pre-school Playgroup

We hope all our children and parents have had a fantastic Christmas! The last few weeks of term
at Saplings were full of festive activities and very glittery children! We must say a huge thanks to
all those who came along to our Christmas Craft Workshop! It was a great success and both kids
and parents really got into the Christmas spirit! Glittery fun was had by all! We managed to raise
around £80, which will go towards the purchase of new toys and maintenance of the Play hut. 

January sees Clare, our new play leader joining Bianca, Gill, Sue and the rest of the team. We
look forward to welcoming her on board and helping her put her own stamp on Saplings. 

We do still have places available in some of our sessions - Wednesday mornings for children
aged 2 upwards, accompanied by a parent/carer, and Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
mornings for children aged 2 and a half upwards. Saplings is a great environment for children to
learn and play with their peers, and a great pre-cursor to Acorns and then Primary School. Please
contact us at the Play hut or via our facebook page - Bottisham Saplings Pre-School Playgroup.

Our new website should soon be up and running - watch this space!
Happy New Year from the Saplings Committee

We all need opportunities to make changes and to try new things and what better time than the
beginning of a new year. The changing date is a marker in the sand, which allows both individuals
and organisations to begin new things. We might decide to adopt a new lifestyle or to change the
way we do things and an organisation might try new marketing strategies or develop a new focus.
Change is an important feature of all living things and organisms that are unable to change and
adapt to new circumstances are often the organisms that cease to exist.

The church, as the body of Christ, is a living thing. As such there are times when it is important
for this family to change and to do things in a new way or with a new focus. It is sometimes a
difficult balance to achieve. On the one hand there are the constant truths of God’s love and holiness
and the values of his kingdom, and on the other hand there is a need to present these truths afresh
in each generation and to worship God in a way that honours him and inspires and engages modern
communities. Through Advent our community pom pom art installation in Swaffham Bulbeck
church captured people’s imagination and allowed them to see in a tangible way the rich and
diverse community that God has called us to be. In this coming year we are going to review the
worship that is offered in the benefice to see how we can preserve what is good and of value whilst
offering new things that might be of interest and help to those not immediately involved in the life
of God’s family.

One change is that for the first half of the year we will be holding a benefice service for all five
churches in the group twice a month instead of the present once a month. Every second and forth
Sunday we will meet together in each village in turn. The villages have their own arrangements to
help people to travel to these services so please do not be put off for lack of transport. The church
wardens can give you more information. It is a great way to meet Christians from the other villages
and to recognise that we a part of something much bigger than our local church. Taking time to
worship and study together will release energy and give us the opportunity to develop new worship.
Families@5 is one of those opportunities. The worship is designed to be welcoming for families
with children and gives them the opportunity to be involved in activities and to pray in ways that
help them to talk with God. Families@5 is on the first Sunday of every month at 5pm in Swaffham
Bulbeck School. Maybe this New Year you might like to come and find out more about the God
who loves you. It would be the perfect moment to start something new.

Rev. Sue Giles
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Anglesey Group Mothers' Union

Helen Banyard came to talk to us about 'Mothers'Union - Faith & Policy.' The Mothers' Union is
grounded in prayer, worship and friendship. It was founded in 1876 by Mary Sumner, a
clergyman's wife and now has 93,000 UK members and 4 million members from 83 countries
worldwide. The main aim is to advance Christian values in family life. We were shown a chart
which showed that the roots of the Mothers' Union is in its Groups and Branches. Four people work
in the Faith & Policy office and, among other things, magazines such as 'Labelled for life -
managing the commercial world as a family' are produced to help families with advice. We are
responsible for our own finances. In 2011 'Bye Bye Childhood' was started. The commercial world
is eroding the natural course of childhood. 

The Prime Minister, David Cameron, asked the Mothers' Union to review the exploitation and
sexualisation of children. We were given a circular '16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence.' 

We support local services i.e. womens' refuges that offer support to victims and survivors.
Victims often hide signs of abuse and care and kindness are very important when helping them. 

The MU website is www.mothers'union.org if anyone would like to find out more information.
Our meetings usually take place on the third Thursday of each month starting at 2.30pm. in Lode
Chapel. On 15th January 2015 the Rev. Sue Giles will be taking a Communion Service, you are
most welcome to come along and join us. We wish you all a very Happy New Year. Jill Jenyns

WEA News 

Though not a keen gardener myself, I know there are many gardeners in the local area who will
be interested Andrew Sankey’s series of lectures entitled “Great Gardens, Famous
Gardeners”. Andrew will be looking at 8 famous gardens and their influential gardeners. We’ll
be considering the design and style of those gardens, what each gardener was trying to achieve,
and the impression they had on other gardeners.

Gardens looked at will include Hidcote. Chatsworth, Blenheim Palace and Levens Hall.
Join us at 10.00am on Thursday 8th January at the British Legion Social Club, Bottisham. But,
if you want more information and wish to book a place, please contact Shirley Ellis on 811891

Gerry Cowley

B o t t i s H a m  B o w l i n g  C l u B

Jumble Sale 
Sat 10th January 

at The Royal British Legion Club
Doors open 2.00pm • jumble from 10.00am (no shoes please)

Further details from Cindy King on 811220
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Burns Supper
Sat 17th January 7.30pm

t raditional Burns supper 
at The Royal British Legion Club

with Piper and 'Footlights' singers - £20 pp
t ickets and further details from Jim Carswell on 812857
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

The Royal British Legion, Bottisham & District Branch,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9BA

Tel. 01223 812063  www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Lucy Frazer 
A N  I N T R o d u C T I o N

I wanted to introduce myself and thank everyone in Bottisham for giving me a warm welcome.
Ten months ago I was thrilled to have been selected as the Conservative Parliamentary
Candidate for South East Cambridgeshire to fill Sir Jim Paice MP’s huge boots.

I am married to david and have two children. I was born and brought up in Yorkshire and
I went to university in Cambridge. I have spent most of my working life as a barrister
specialising in business law representing all types of businesses from sole traders, small
and medium sized businesses as well as international corporates. 

Since being selected I have given up my work to commit to you full time here. 
I want to ensure that we get the right funding for our schools. I have arranged a meeting

between the Education Secretary and the heads of our state secondary schools including
Bottisham Village College to explain why funding needs to be increased. Recently I have
visited or taken sessions in Bottisham Village College, Linton Village College, Impington
Village College, The Meadow Primary School in Balsham and Kings Ely, The Shade Primary
in Soham and ditton Lodge Primary. 

I know we need improvements to our local road and rail networks to speed up travel to
work, schools and shops. So I am working on a number of infrastructure projects.

And I want to ensure that here we have the right skills and the right jobs for the
businesses in our communities.

I am standing for Parliament because I believe in equal opportunities for all. I am a governor
of a state school and for eight years I have mentored young students. I want to ensure that this
constituency has the best infrastructure and health facilities in the country that we can afford and
I hope that the skills I have learned through my professional life will assist me in fighting for them.

If you would like to contact me to ask me anything or get involved do email me on
lucyfrazer.southeastcambs@gmail.com Lucy Frazer QC • www.lucyfrazer.org.uk

Parliamentary Candidate for South East Cambridgeshire (Conservative)

Bottisham Local Charities Trustees
► Local Charities can offer support to people with a minimum of two years

residence in the village
► If you receive additional state benefits for pensions, housing or disability you may

be eligible for help with household bills
► If you are starting a course of Higher Education you can apply for help with

buying text books
► If you are starting an Apprenticeship you can apply for help with buying tools and

equipment
Applications are also invited from widows or widowers to receive a quarterly

pension from the above charity. Applicants must be of good character and have lived in
the Parish of Bottisham at least seven years.

Please contact the clerk to the trustees for an application form. All applications will
be treated in the strictest confidence.

Coral Hatley, Clerk to the trustees 
e-mail: coralhatley@gmail.com • Tel: 811457

29 Mill Road • Lode CB25 9EN



1110

At a Glance

JaNuaRy
6/13/14/20/21/27/28 BRBL Line dancing 
2 Precept funding deadline date
3 Library re-opens
6 BBPCPAGB 2014 Inter-Federation Print Exhibition Portfolio. 
13 BBPC PDI League Competition No. 2. Judge: David Steel of Cambridge Camera Club.
15 MU - Communion service with Sue Giles
17 Bowling Club – Burns night dinner and ongawns 
20 WI Daniel and Mel Crosset speaking and demonstrating “Mime”
20 BBPC If only I Had….. Members discuss their entries in last week’s competition.
27 BBPC ‘Jpeg-v-RAW’ Ian Wilson delves into the pros and cons of images in both genres.
28 GC  Stephen Poyser continues his story of bees.
31 Lib Library Quiz night at The Legion
FeBRuaRy
3/10/11/17/18/25/26 BRBL Line dancing
3 BBPC Print League Competition No. 2. Judge: Gordon Bramham, Upminster.
10 BBPC John Margetts ARPS’ will talk about The Royal Photographic Society awards. 
17 BBPC ‘Sports Photography’ presentation by Harish Chavda ARPS 
24 BBPC ‘Photoshop & Elements 12 - Demonstration’ tips and techniques by Ken Payne, 
25 GC 7.30pm in the Poppy lounge
MaRCH
3 BBPC Projected Image League Competition No. 3. Judge: Andy Gutteridge AFIP, 
10 BBPC  Professional wildlife photographer Colin Edwards, talks about his work. 
17 BBPC Flash photography explained by Roy Essery DPAGB, Colchester Camera Club.
24 BBPC Print League Competition No. 3 Judge: Dr Julie Hutson.
25 GC 7.30pm in the Poppy lounge
GC = Bottisham & District Gardening Club meets at BRBL Poppy Restaurant at 7.30pm; BRBL =
Bottisham Royal British Legion Social Club; BBPC = Bottisham & Burwell Photographic Club meets
Tuesdays at Lode Chapel 7.30pm - Non Member £2; W I = Meet at the BVC Lecture Room at 7.30pm;
Lib =Bottisham Community Library Assoc.; MU = Mother’s Union meet at Lode Chapel 2.30pm
Third Thursday. • This list is a ‘quick view one liner’ with brief details and a contact number if possible.
Please let the editor have details by the 11th. E-mail;- cresset@bottishamPC.org.uk
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Living in Hope.

For the last five years one of my annual challenges to myself has been to see how many different
species of British birds I can see in the year. This is good fun and gives me a focus for my
birdwatching, which is one of my main interests. My target each year is to see two hundred different
species. I’ve never managed it yet! To put that into some sort of perspective, the current record for
the number of species in a year is 386. To do that you have to be prepared, at a moment’s notice, to
drop everything and travel anywhere from the Scillies to the Outer Hebrides to try and spot a rare
migrant! Needless to say I have neither the time, the money or the inclination to do that! The best I
have managed is 195, but that included a special guided birdwatching holiday in Scotland. This year
so far I have 192, with three weeks to go before my time runs out and I have to start all over again
on January 1st. Can I possibly see eight more different species in that time? I doubt it very much,
but you never know, and I live in hope. And if not this year, perhaps next year?

Last evening, at our weekly get-together, a group of men from RE:NEW were discussing
the nature of the hope we have as Christians. Hope is at the very heart of the Christian faith.
Not just hope that there might actually be something beyond this life, but that there is
something which can transform and renew our lives right now, bringing meaning and real
hope into the present. In our discussion we wondered if hope was a strong enough word, and
whether expectancy, or expectation, might better – more positively and dynamically – express
what we mean by our Christian hope.

The New Testament includes a letter from Peter, one of the twelve disciples of Jesus, in which
he writes: ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead...’ [1
Peter. Chapter 1, verse 3] Through faith in Jesus the living hope we have is a living expectation.
Another New Testament writer put it this way: ‘Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see.’ [Hebrews. Chapter 11, verse 1]

My hope of getting my 200 birds this year is practically zero! My expectancy of a future which
is beyond anything I can imagine is 100%! 

May 2015 be a year for you in which you find a living hope to sustain you through
whatever the future may hold for you. We at RE:NEW wish you a very Happy New Year! We
would love to welcome you at any of our meetings and we would love to share with you the
reason for the hope we have. Why not let 2015 be the year when you come and see what we
call ‘The Bigger Picture’? Peter Wells

Re:NeW Services in January 2015.
We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services, 

and a crèche is available if required. All are welcome.
4 January 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (Bottisham Primary School)

With Holy Communion
11 January 10.30am – RE:NEW Café style (at the School)
11 January 6.20pm – Traditional service. (Lode Chapel)

18 January 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School)
25 January 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School)

25 January 6.20pm – Traditional service. (Great Wilbraham Chapel)

For more information about any of the activities of RE:NEW please contact
Rev. Keith Morrison on C.813055 or Peter Wells on C.812388.

Email: pandawells@cheerful.com Or visit our website at www.re-new.me.uk

RE:NEW

codge.com ◼ info@codge.com ◼ 01449 675 548

Have a fabulous

2015
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% of our work is via recommendations
tree surGerY & feLLinG • HedGe maintenance

stumP GrindinG • fuLLY QuaLified
fuLLY insured • 24/7 service
all work carried out to Bs 3998

free estimates Given within 7 days

tel. 01223 424454 • info@anGLiatreecare.co.uk

M E M B E R
Guild of master craftsmen
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N.C.S.
BRuSH eLeCTRIC SWeeP

aLL CHIMNeyS SWePT

l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
l OIL&GAS BOILERS
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FRee QuOTe CaLL 

07824 727277 or 01638 662760
EMAIL

NCS.NeWMaRKeT@yaHOO.CO.uK
WEBSITE

www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VeRy CLeaN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -

OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently
clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 
ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why
not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703
Mob: 07752 631343
Email: info@ovenpad.com
Website: www.ovenpad.com

 

• Drains Unblocked Fast
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks
• Guttering and Downpipes
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys
• High Pressure Water Jetting
• Domestic and industrial
• All Work Guaranteed

On-line Archives
The Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network (CCAN) is an on-line resource
for storing Cambridgeshire villages’ archives. Mainly photos but also video and
text. Lode has been a member since 2008 and you can view the site at
http://lode.ccan.co.uk/. Many of the photos have names attached but there are
several gaps and we would be grateful for any further information that our
neighbours can provide. Simply click on the ‘comments’ box at the bottom of each
page to add a name, date or location.

If you have a paper village archive it’s worth considering joining CCAN. The site
is a convenient way for villagers to access their history and is viewed from all over
the world by home-sick emigrants or people tracing their ancestors. In the mean
time we hope to create spaces on our site for Bottisham, Quy, and Swaffhams in
the New Year. We welcome electronic copies of anything of interest so there is no
need to part with a treasure and wonder if you’ll ever see it again – just scan and
send to lodearchive@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Coral Hatley

Lode On-Line Archive Co-ordinator

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 January. 
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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JaNuaRy 2015 BuLLeTIN 

Looking for something new to do in 2015? Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is
looking for volunteers in all areas to join our successful Community Champion scheme. 

Community Champions encourage local residents to carry out fire safety checks in their
homes, visit community groups and educate about fire safety and escape plans. 

The Service provides a wide range of activities from which to choose, all geared to help  keep
our communities safe from the risk of fire.  It also provides training and uniforms

Anyone interested in becoming a Community Champion should call Rachael Brown at
Cambridgeshire ACRE on (01353) 865038; email rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk or log on to
http://cambsfirechamps.org.uk/.  Cambridgeshire ACRE coordinate the Community Champions
Scheme on behalf of CFRS. 

And don’t forget to make a New Year Resolution to test your smoke alarm by pressing the
‘test’ button on the device, and those of your elderly relatives and neighbours too, regularly once
a month. To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94.

Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by searching @cambsfrs.
If you are concerned about any aspect of fire safety or risk, please call CFRS, or me on 811600.

Michael White

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CARPETS 
OR UPHOLSTERY CLEANED?

HAYDEN IS LOCAL TO THE AREA,
OFFERING FREE QUOTATIONS 
AND ADVICE.

HAYDEN
THE CLEANING SPECIALIST

MErr yWooD
8 LODE RD., BOTTISHAM CB25 9DJ
01223 813766 OR 07919 561665
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IN STITCHES
A NEW Gr o UP

if you love 
Knitting, Crochet, or sewing, 

or would like to learn,
come along and join us!

Queens Court
1st Tuesday of each Month  

7pm – 9pm

For further details call 
Pat on 811498 

or 
Miriam 813548

SN Handyman Services
a friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting�&�Decorating�(interior/exterior)�▶Garden�Maintenance�▶Tiling�&�Glass

Splashbacks�▶Gutters�Cleared�&�Repaired�▶Power�Washing�Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement�(bathroom/kitchen)�▶Curtain�Poles�&�Blinds�

▶Flat�Pack�Furniture�(assembly)�▶Shelf�Fitting�▶Small�Glazing�

▶Conservatory�Cleaning�▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work
References�available�upon�request.

P l e a s e  C a l l  
Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701

Bay t ree Cottage ▶74 High s t ▶s waffham Bulbeck
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sPECialists in tHE HomE, woRKPlaCE, CommERCial
anD tHE FaRming CommunitY

Mice • Rats. Moles • Rabbits • squirrels • Wasps • Insects 
Birds • Foxes • Deer management

HonEY  BEE CollECtion sER ViCE

Tel. BURWell  01638 741616
Free surveys 24/7 service

www.apc-pest-control.co.uk email: arksg@live.co.uk

aPC Pest Control



26 27

David Butler came to our November meeting to show slides and talk about his walking
holiday in Jordan. He had visited Petra with the magnificent Monastery building carved
directly into the red sandstone and walked through the narrow gorge to the Treasury. The
red sandstone has a lot of iron within it and the occasional rain gives it its distinctive red
colour. He had also enjoyed a walk through one of the desert areas carrying at least a gallon
of water and had seen several Bedouin groups.

He also showed slides of a recent holiday in South Africa especially views of Table
Mountain. He had climbed this spurning the cable car reserved for lesser mortals and spent
a night in a hotel on the summit.

Stephen Poyser will be returning to the Club on Tuesday 28th January to continue his
story of bees. We shall hear about Honey – from Hive to Table.

New members are welcome, subscription is only £12 a year and we have a good
programme arranged for 2015. Sylvia Overton

Bottisham And District Gardening Club

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 January. 
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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ART CLUB
Bottisham Community Library

FoR ReCepTion +

Saturday mornings 
10:15 to 11:15
£15 per term 

For more info 
please contact: 
Kate 811287 or 

dineshv@msn.com

BOTTISHaM PaRISH
COuNCIL

TO ALL LOCAL CLUBS,
SOCIETIES AND GROUPS

DO YOU WISH TO CLAIM SOME
FUNDING FOR THE NEXT

FINANCIAL YEAR
COMMENCING APRIL 2015?

APPLICATION FORMS
AVAILABLE FROM:-

Parish Clerk – Mrs Claire Fullwood
Tel: 07914 219732 e-mail
clerk@bottishampc.org.uk

FORMS TO BE COMPLETED
AND RETURNED BY FRIDAY 2nd

January 2015

We are pleased to welcome a new member to Parish Council. Mr Nick Jerman who lives in
Tunbridge Lane was welcomed to his first meeting in December. Nick and his wife have
lived in Bottisham for the past 10 years and have 2 children. At the same time, we are sorry
to receive the resignation of Councillor Paul White, changes in the workplace meant it was
difficult for him to get to meetings as he was often working away. We thank him for his hard
work over the past 2 years. This leaves us with two vacancies. If anyone is interested in
joining Parish Council please contact either myself or our Chair, Christine Bryant. With 2
proposed planning applications for development of land off of Bell Road and also one at
Tunbridge Lane there will be a lot happening in the next couple of years. A new cemetery
is also planned and a children’s playground is never far off the agenda. It would be
particularly beneficial to have someone on Parish Council who lived close to the planned
development off of Bell Road to represent those residents that live in the area.

A revised application for the development of 24 dwellings at the Crystal Structure site
on Tunbridge Lane has been received. Councillor Buchanan worked quickly to ensure that
all residents affected by the application were contacted and given the opportunity to view
and discuss the plans. Issues of concern are traffic into Tunbridge Lane, although some
money will be provided by the developer to deal with this by way of a raised apron and the
speed humps may have to be moved which we were aware of when they were put in but
this will be at no cost to ourselves. Although Parish Council still stick to the principle that
Bottisham does not need and cannot cope with extra houses, this is a brownfield site and is
within the local plan so the plan was accepted by the Parish Council.

The vehicle activated signs (VAS) have not yet been installed on Bell Road. There was
a suggestion that the sign should be moved due to vehicles being parked where it was due
to be installed but we have no way of knowing if this will always be the case or if it is just
temporary. Highways have suggested delaying the VAS installation for 6-12 months. Cllr
Buchanan pointed out that due a planning application awaited from the Bell Road
Masterplan it may be advisable to wait. We will check with East Cambs District Council if
this is acceptable to them as they hold the S106 funds to pay for the traffic calming.

PLaNNING aPPLICaTIONS 
14/01143/FUL 65 Bell Road: Two storey side extension, single storey front porch

extension and single storey rear extension;NEW APPLICATION
• 14/01188/FUL, The Bungalow, Swynford Paddocks: Revised application of previously

approved 14/00509/FUL for construction of garden store/stables; NEW APPLICATION
• 14/01239/FUM Crystal Park, Tunbridge Lane. Erection of 24 dwellings, new access

and associated works (demolition of existing buildings); NEW APPLICATION

Parish Council Report

BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
COuNCILLOR VaCaNCy

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council. 
If you wish to apply or find out more information please contact:

Christine Bryant – Chair  Tel:  811767
Or Claire Fullwood – Clerk Tel:  07914 219732 

(e-mail:  clerk@bottishampc.org.uk)
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Electrician
J.W.Electrical

Competitive Prices
Free Estimates
Fast Friendly

Service
Part P Approved for
Building Regulations

07804 896861
01223 574262

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

native german speaker
Qualified t eacher

Coaching to gCsE level

Karin Hulme 812669

ALAN R. COOPER 
Bsc(Hons)Pod. m.Ch.s

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper sR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
ingrown t oenails by local analgesia 

& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical assessment + orthosis

instruments sterilised by autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

Copy deadline 
for the next issue 

is 14 January.

Please send material 
to the editor at

cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

GCse Maths Tutor
Ben Horwood Ma

22 Woodditton Rd
Newmarket

01638 662079
07753 264135
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN

over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs
undertaken — BIG or small

Call t ony 
for a free estimate
Tel: 01223 812786

(Bottisham)
Mobile: 07767475987

We should like to thank George Perry who has been a Library volunteer for many years
especially for covering the Friday evening sessions. He also sold books that were likely to
fetch a good price for us on Amazon. He has decided to retire for family health reasons. We
shall miss him.

We attended the College Christmas Market and raised over £140 – considering we were
only charging £1 for a hardback book and 50p for a paperback we sold a lot of books!
Purchasers, especially the children were pleased with the good quality and variety of the
books on sale. Thank you to all those who donated books and the helpers on the day.

The Christmas Quiz is is still on sale in the Library. It costs a £1 and you have until
30th January to complete it.

We have applied to Waitrose Community Matters Charity Scheme at the Newmarket
Branch for funding for book purchases so please support us with your little green token
when it is our turn to be one of the collecting points.

Please come to our Library Quiz evening 31st January 2015 at the Royal British
Legion. More details in the advert elsewhere in the magazine. Sylvia Overton

Bottisham Community Library Asssociation

Informed voting— is there such a thing?
‘a  morning of getting to know’

st mary’s Church swaf fham Bulbeck • 10.00-11.30am

Many people say that voting is a waste of time. The sentiment is that all politicians
do their own thing, don’t listen just argue amongst themselves. Surely we should find
out what our parliamentary candidates stand for in a General Election?

On Saturday 7th February there will be a opportunity to do just that. The
prospective candidates, Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat, UKIP and the
Green Party will present the party views and answer some questions.

Questions to the candidates should be submitted to the Ian Woodroffe:
ian@goldtraining.co.uk, 4 Station Road, by the 26th January 2015. There may be
time for some questions on the day.

There will be an optional retiring collection for the Mosquito Project in Mara-
Tanzania.

Refreshments will be available.
In the second half of the morning 11.30-12.30 there will be Parish Council

Poster presentations on the achievements of 2014 and the vision for 2015. These
presentations will be on finance, the denny, the pavilion redevelopment, transport
and highways, the cemetery, footpaths, Gutter Bridge and Denny woods.

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 
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Sterling Farm, Heath Road, Swaffham Prior, CB25 0LA
Phone/Fax: 01638 745564 • Mobile: 07889 043838

e-mail: kim.sheldrick@virgin.net

Various changes and takeovers are happening – the family run Whippet coaches has been
taken over by an Australian-based company, Transit Systems. It will be interesting to see
what routes they may decide to set up. 

The much-mourned DFDS ferry route from Harwich to Esbjerg in Denmark, which
closed at the end of September, is to be replaced, it is hoped, by a smaller company Regina
Lines. They hope to start services from Easter 2015. They would like people to e-mail their
support. There is a website with details. There has been competition as to who should take
over the running of the East Coast rail route between King’s Cross and Edinburgh. It has
been run by the Gov’t with profits going to the taxpayer not shareholders - £1billion in 5
years. French companies have been interested but now the £3.3 billion contract has been won
by Richard Branson of Virgin with Stagecoach, who already operate the West Coast Line. 

Patrick McLoughlin, the Transport Secretary, says it will mean new trains, improved
links, better services and a 50% increase in seats by 2020 as they hope to invest £140 million.
It is an 8-year contract and the Govt. should receive £3.3bn.. Monopoly issues have been
denied by the Department of Transport. First Group, once Britain’s biggest train operator,
lost out again. Crossrail2 costs have increased by a third to £27.5bn – the second major new
railway line below London – Cheshunt to Epsom. The original Crossrail is on budget at £15
billion linking Heathrow and Canary Wharf by 2019. Funding mechanisms are being
explored. The HS2 project could be speeded up, it is suggested by the British Chambers of
Commerce, if more compensation was paid to homeowners – 150% of their property’s value
as in France rather than the 100% as is presently suggested. It is not, of course, all about
money in my view – people do not want to see their family homes destroyed!

Locally, plans progress for the new rail station near the Science park. £44million has been
earmarked by Network Rail for the project. The city station is the busiest in the region and
it is hoped that pressure on it will be eased when the second station opens. The figures from
the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) for 2013/4 show 9,825,000 entries and exits at
Cambridge – double since the turn of the century. It is hoped that the project will unlock jobs
and benefit communities in Hunts., E. Cambs. and Fenland. Abellio Greater Anglia is set to
invest more than £10m in a new programme of improvements to stations and trains across
the network including Cambridge. New seat covers and painted interiors for the service
between Cambridge and Liverpool St.! More customer service staff at the stations and a
replacement of the automatic ticket gates at Liverpool St. so that there can be mobile
ticketing, print-at-home ticketing and future smart-ticketing schemes. It could ultimately cost
£30 million – no wonder fares are increased! Increases are due at the beginning of Jan. 2015.
Community transport services like Dial-a-Ride are much appreciated and S. Cambs. District
Council’s service support grant scheme offered £8,500 to applicants in December.

The Park and Ride ticket saga continues and it is benefitting our local services as more
people decide to use them. My belief, as always, is Use them or Lose them! New signs have
been installed by Stagecoach at several of the stops giving details of how to text for bus
times. The bus stop sign on the High St. opposite Stocks has also been installed. Cars parked
at bus stops cause problems for bus drivers and passengers. Bus drivers need to park at a kerb
so that people can climb aboard more easily – elderly people on walking sticks, mums with
toddlers and pushchairs – the step up to a bus is quite high.

I wish you all happy travelling in 2015 – to wherever you may roam! Rail info: 08457
48 49 50 • Traveline: 0871 200 22 33. Happy travelling! Paddy James

Public Transport Matters
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PAINTING AND
DECORATING

PROPERTY
AND GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

Call  stEVE

on
01223 812434

or
mobile 07445 459957
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 

jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 •  MOB 07841 930065

w e also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 

 

HaRRISONS OF BuRWeLL LTD
(Previously N. E. & S. Harrison)
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A happy, healthy and prosperous New Year to all Cresset readers.  May you go about your
business in peace and harmony, enjoying honesty, fairness and respect at every turn.

You would think these qualities would be an apt aspiration of any world governing body
in sport wouldn’t you?  At the very least, you would think that an organization that fell
somewhat short of these lofty ideals, would mobilize every effort in rooting out any
problems, holding individual ‘bad eggs’ accountable, and proceeding in a transparent way
to cleaning up their act…wouldn’t you?!

Not so, evidently, when it comes to that unaccountable cartel, that web of corruption,
that nest of vipers known as The Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA).
The details of the Qatar debacle are well documented and I won’t bore you with the folly
of how the despicable FIFA executives shamelessly bartered their votes around the world
before awarding the 2022 World Cup Finals to a tiny, virtually non-footballing nation in the
middle eastern desert, where people will undoubtedly die, should the competition actually
go ahead in the summer.

The most sense spoken on the topic to date, has come from former FA Chairman David
Bernstein who recently suggested that the European nations should withdraw from FIFA,
boycott the next two World Cups and consider forming their own competitions in
opposition.  It sounded like Bernstein had been borrowing his ideas from a certain S.Nut of
Bottisham (see Cresset November 2013), but why on earth did he not have the backbone to
share these views when he was in post?  To compound the impression that this was nothing
more than empty rhetoric, the current (soon to be ‘ex-‘) FA secretary Alex Horne scotched
any such notions by adding, with piercing insight, “The World Cup is a fantastic
tournament and we want to be playing in it… I don’t see us boycotting the World Cup.”
Disappointing eh?   But I still don’t think the 2022 tournament will be played in Qatar.
Watch this space!

So Lewis Hamilton finally became the fourth Briton to win a second World F1
Championship when he scored his 11th victory of the season in an emphatic performance
in the dramatic day/night Grand Prix in Abu Dhabi.  Well done Lewis  -  the best driver in
the best car, following in the footsteps of the British greats of the sport: Graham Hill (1962,
1968), Jim Clark (1963, 1965) and Jackie Stewart (1969, 1971, 1973).  But what a nonsense
for the final race to be the subject of the tawdry rule of ‘double points’, thus undermining
the very essence of an 8 month campaign to determine which individual, support team and
which car has the best combination of speed and endurance.

Having already won more than 50% of the GPs in the season to date, Hamilton stood to
concede his well-earned crown to Nico Rosberg if his team mate could win the final race
and he finished lower than second.  As it happened, a ruthless start from Hamilton and some
technical problems for Rosberg ensured that justice was done, but if lady luck had smiled
in a different direction on the day, the situation could easily have been turned upside down,
leaving the credibility of the sport in tatters.

Of course we can all see the reasons why…  it was a cynical ploy to maintain public
interest – thus keeping the sponsors happy – by not allowing the winner to be decided until
the bitter end.  The vested interests must have their drama, eh, as if there isn’t enough drama
in bundles of metal, fiberglass and human flesh & blood hurtling round a track at 200mph
within inches of each other!  An unworthy ‘sell out’ in my humble opinion.  But, sadly, they
are not the first sport to sully their principles for filthy lucre, and I doubt very much they’ll
be the last.  (Stop Press: the FIA has scrapped the rule for next season  -  hooray!)

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49.)
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9Da
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FRee TO uSe aTM MaCHINe
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at

cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

In the meantime, we are all left with a stark reminder of the risks of participating in
competitive sport following the tragic death of Australian cricketer Phil Hughes due to a
one in a million moment of misfortune which all sports followers will hope does not
precipitate an over-reactive safety clampdown.  Our thoughts go to his friends and family,
just as they do to those of F1 driver Jules Bianchi, who remains in a coma after his horrific
crash in Suzuka, and Michael Schumacher, who is severely disabled from his skiing
accident.  Thankfully, there is better news about Edson Arantes do Nascimento (Pele to you
and me) who, at the age of 74 is recovering from a recent kidney condition.  I for one can
hardly contemplate a world without the God of Football in it!

TTFN. Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

The shopping trip to Norwich was most enjoyable giving time for shopping or meeting up
with friends and family. It was not without incident though, one of the passengers from
Swaffham forgot her purse so the coach driver made a detour for her and then on the return
journey he missed the Quy roundabout exit from the A14.

Our November speaker was Barbara Kettel from the Cambridge City Food Bank - a
combined Anglican, Catholic and Community Church project which has been in operation
for 3 years. Over 1000 claims for food boxes to cover food for 3 days (which also include
menu ideas and gas or electricity tokens) were issued last year to those less fortunate living
in the Abbey and Kings Hedges wards. Referrals are made by recognised agencies –
churches, doctors, schools or housing officers and recipients can have up to 3 visits. We
wrongly assume that Cambridge is an affluent area but the high end employers employ
many people on less than the minimum wage and on zero hour contracts who suffer from
the high costs of housing here Members had generously donated 3 tables of items and it was
piled high with fruit juice, tinned rice and vegetables, pasta and biscuits, toothpaste and
shampoo but it was noted that this would not fill enough boxes for one week’s demands.
She was an inspiring speaker and made us realise that there are many in the area less
fortunate than ourselves. Please look up the website to see how you can help.

Our Christmas Party was held at the Primary School when Lucy Bunce played the
harp and sang accompanied by her father Barry on the guitar after we had eaten our “bring
and share buffet”. We were treated to many Christmas songs arranged by them and joined
in with several carols. A very calming evening bringing us the true spirit of Christmas.

The raffle proceeds were donated to the Headway Charity. Meg Barrett had spoken of
the excellent work done by this group in providing rehabilitation for people suffering from
brain tumours and accidents. 

Christmas Food items brought by members will be included in hampers for those in
need throughout Cambridge.

Our speaker on Tuesday 20th January will be Daniel and Mel Crosset speaking and
demonstrating “Mime”. This meeting at 7.30pm will be held in Hall 2 at the Village
College and not in the Lecture Room.  Sylvia Overton

Bottisham WI
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M&P
l an Ds CaPE an D DEs ig n

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
t urfing and all gardening needs.

References available on request.

local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837 358550

JANE NEWBURY
SCHOOL OF DANCING

M O N D A Y S  
Nursery Movement — 3:00-3:30pm
Junior Ballet — 3:45-4:15pm
Junior Modern Dance — 4:15-4:45pm
Intermediate Ballet — 4:45-5:15pm
Senior Modern Dance — 5:15-5:45pm

Senior Ballet — 5:45-6:30pm
Ladies Ballet — 6:30-7:30pm
W E D N E S D A Y S
Dance Club A — 4:30-5:30pm
Dance Club B — 5:30-6:30pm
Adult Tap Class — 6:30-7:30pm

Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck School Hall

For further details please telephone 01223 812154

EX ROYAL BALLET
A . I . S . T.D . (C .B . )
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are we being Duped!

Firstly, Happy New Year to everyone! Well, hopefully we’ve all made it through to the
New Year without trauma and thus celebrated the arrival of another New Year in suitable
style. Different families tend to celebrate the season in diverse ways and probably none
more so than ours with a long standing tradition of an ‘outdoor’ BBQ over Christmas -
come rain or come shine. 

But alas, the local, national and worldly issues that seem to trouble us in 2014 show no sign
of abating. On the other hand how much of what we read and hear is trumped up by political
figures and or fuelled by the media? As Franklin D. Roosevelt said in his inaugural address; the
“Only Thing We Have to Fear Is Fear Itself.” But still the mainstream political class don’t get
it do they; the more they attempt to ‘rubbish’ the underdog the more likely the underdog will
come out as the winner. Be careful; be very careful with May 2015 just around the corner!

No doubt we all witnessed in one way or another, the appalling scenes on so called ‘Black
Friday’. America can be proud of many things in its history but ‘Black Friday’ and ‘Trick or
Treat’ are certainly not amongst them. If the inexcusable and heartless images witnessed in the
media are an example of a diverse culture then I for one would rather that diversity go elsewhere.
And shame on the retail outlets for promoting such frenzy and for getting caught up in the
hysteria. Let’s hope they all learn from their mistakes rather than perpetuate them – enough said!

In the form of local matters let me bring you back if I may to my article in the December
issue about the Bell Road Masterplan. This matter seems to have struck a chord with a few
of you judging by the casual conversations I’ve had in the street. Having now researched
the matter in some depth it would seem, the ‘village’ has been duped!

To my dismay the residents’ responses to some questions in the 2013 Masterplan
consultation compiled by East Cambs and based on information provided by David Wilson
Homes, particularly Q4, have been interpreted to indicate that Play Areas are not wanted as
part of the new Bell Road development and that Play Areas should be located elsewhere in
the village - WHERE may I ask? But not one; no, not one response categorically states that
a Play Area shouldn’t be built as part of the new development. Yet a converse analysis has
been arrived at so allowing the space to be allocated to Allotments instead. Besides which
the conclusion reached doesn’t even match the question asked…

Clearly ‘mischief’ has taken place somewhere along the line in pursuance of possibly a
hidden agenda and thereby the wishes expressed by the local community in the
‘Consultation’ have not been taken on board in the Masterplan. Not their fault on the face
of it but perhaps Parish Council would like to look into rectifying this!

What’s your experience like of getting into Cambridge these days? I’ve heard it said in
somewhat similar words; when will the so called ‘champions of industry’ and planners
wake up to the fact that Cambridge is full beyond sustainable capacity. It’s virtually choked
to death by a dysfunctional road infrastructure trying to support a commuter network poorly
served by a farcical public transport system. I must admit that I do have some empathy with
this viewpoint! Others go on to argue that an unhealthy bias in favour of cyclists is adding
to the torment of other road users who have no option other than to use a car. Coincidentally
‘cyclists’ were put into ‘Room 101’ the other evening! It’s also contended that new housing,
great chunks of which is being bought ‘off plan’ by ‘foreign’ investors, is priced to attract
‘commuters’. The reason given is that very little of this housing is affordable even to those
working in Cambridge or thereabouts on above average salaries.

Jolley Old World

(Jolley ol’ World continued on page 54.)
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And now we read of some brainless suggestion to build upwards of 30,000 more new
homes in and around Cambridge to allow for further growth! Someone somewhere has
surely lost the plot! That’s at least 60,000 more cars and 75,000 more people who will want
to get in and out of Cambridge and that is in addition to the current build. Councillors and
planners who suggest that the majority of these new inhabitants will use public transport are
living on planet ‘twaddle’. Simple economics suggests that growth is not a prerequisite for
commercial survival or for ‘quality of life’. Cambridge has more than secured its place in the
world as a centre of excellence for education, science and engineering but if it is to retain
this niche it must have protection, not expansion – less can be more! Some commentators
suggest it’s time for the Cambridge ‘phenomenon’ to move further afield so as to benefit
other less prosperous areas. They go on to say that local consolidation and respite must be
allowed to take effect if ‘quality of life’ means anything - if not Cambridge and its environs
will suffer the misery of one enormous clogged up building site for decades to come...

There’s not unsurprisingly considerable political positioning going on concerning the
NHS and how much more is to/has to be spent to protect it in support of a growing
population. I was therefore stunned to read that missed appointments alone cost GP’s a
staggering £162m a year - not to mention the ‘human’ cost to those that are genuinely unwell.
The report goes on to mention that most A&E visits are for trivial complaints and that missed
outpatient appointments cost hospitals £700m a year. Top it all up and those ‘wasters’
amongst the population cost the NHS a colossal £1bn a year at least!! And then you add to
this the estimated sum of £15bn put aside for outstanding ‘no win no fee’ compensation
claims. Do people realise that that these compensation payments come out of the same NHS
pot. By all means if you have valid grounds on which to make a complaint then do so and
then, unless the compensation is required to actually support the life of a patient, hand the
cash back so that someone else might benefit from the appropriate medical treatment.

Jesse Norman in the FT suggests “a better way to stop ‘the worried well crowding out
the genuinely sick’ would be to send everyone who uses the NHS a personalised statement
at the end of the year,” (such as HMRC is doing now to show where your tax goes). A good
idea and possibly the more people understand the cost of their healthcare, the more
responsibility they’ll take. TJ

“Always travel first class – or your children will”. – Bev Williams

(Jolley continued.)

Dear Editor, Dogs again!

Once again I walked the High Street of Bottisham this afternoon and narrowly avoided
treading in 3 heaps of dog poo. You know who you are, letting your dog do this and not
clear up. I can only imagine you have your dog wandering off lead or on one of those long
leads and completely ignore what your dog is doing.!! Please take responsibility and realise
this is not acceptable behaviour.

As for owners who walk and leave their dogs off lead, perhaps you should have regard
for other people. You may think your dog is under control, but it is not. It can wander into
the road and cause an accident and kill a child. Once again it is not the dog at fault but the
owner who should know better.

Name & Address supplied

To the Editor

(To the Editor continued on page 57.)

Note from the Editor: I recognise that many dog owners in this village are both a
lot more responsible than may have been the case in the past, and also that we are
much better than many other towns & villages, but this letter obviously reflects that
there are still one or two who let the side down. It is also an offence not to be
equipped to clear up your dogs ‘doings’.

Dear Editor Re Bottisham Sports Centre - Swimming Pool

I am one of many people who was devastated to learn that Bottisham Village College
(BVC) (now an academy) has decided to end Daytime Community use of the Swimming
Pool (which was built with considerable help from the Community).

Daytime users of the pool come from a wide geographical area, not merely the local
villages and the facilities are rated highly c.f. other pools in the Cambridge area. The users
include:- Pensioners, Non-drivers, Disabled people & those with reduced mobility, people
with Depression & other Mental Health problems, the Lonely, Parents with young children
/or children at school, workers on Lunchtime break, families of people working in
Cambridge from the UK and abroad (including short term contracts and students) and
Patients who have been advised to exercise on medical grounds because of obesity, joint
problems etc. A large proportion of these people would not be able to come and swim in the
evening, including preschool children which are a very important group given that
opportunities for school swimming are falling and children need to learn to be safe in and
around water.

Swimming is an accessible form of exercise which can be done even at times when
other exercise is difficult, painful or impossible. Buoyancy helps when walking is a problem
and can reduce pain in e.g. knees, back and neck - as one swimmer confided, ’this is the
only place I don’t hurt’. We have had swimmers exercising to keep fit, lose weight and
rehabilitate from injury, surgery, strokes etc. At one time there was talk of ‘Prescriptions for
exercise’ but apparently the Sports Centre did not accept these. 

We have been told that the income from users does not cover the cost of our using the
facilities at BVC. As far as pool users are concerned this cost is the sum of the wages of 2
lifeguards at £8 per hour and presumably a contribution to the overheads of the building
(which will continue to be a liability whether we have daytime use or not). We have not
been given financial details. We believe that it is hard to recruit life guards but this is
unlikely to improve for evening sessions as young people might want to ‘get a life’!

We understand that BVC cannot (legally) subsidise community activities but do not
accept that sufficient avenues were explored over the short period when Nuffield Health
made their report (to say that community use was not viable) to see if there were ways of
finding funds from elsewhere (within or outside the community) which, together with users’
fees, could keep daytime swimming AND support the college in keeping this important
facility going for the students of BVC and other schools which use it (Sports facilities are
expensive to run and their existence and maintenance is so often due to local generosity that
it seems unwise to lose local goodwill which might be needed in the future). 

BVC, probably with the best will in the world, brought in an outsider, used to running
very different sports’ clubs, to give a report on viability, done with reference to an urban
centre. Neither staff nor users guessed that the daytime use of the Sports Centre was in
jeopardy. The public was not aware of the current and ongoing deficit, which was not stated
in the notice for a public meeting, however we had noticed spending on renovation of
public changing rooms and.the swimming pool sports posters boasting of money raised for
other charitable causes . The Community facilities are(To the Editor continued next page.)

(To the Editor continued.)
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Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 January. 
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 

(To the Editor continued.)

poorly advertised although the use of parish magazines, notice boards and Post Office
windows is cheap. When new users come to the pool they speak of having ‘just discovered’
it, as if it were a hidden asset!

Any attention and help you could give to ensuring the continuation of daytime
community swimming at BVC would be greatly appreciated. Yours sincerely,

Ione Evans 
(71, arthritis sufferer, unhappy to drive at night 

or walk a mile on an unlit road in winter)

Dear Editor

The family of the late Valerie Mitchell would like to thank all those who sent cards and
messages of sympathy. A special thank you to all of Val's neighbours who did so much for
her and a big thank you to everyone for their donations to Bottisham Doctors Surgery which
amounted to £375. Also thank you to Sue Giles for her lovely uplifting service.

Yours sincerely
Sue and John Mitchell
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• En-suite rooms with colour TV.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.

JeFFReY  D. WICK
PaINTeR / DeCORa TOR
intERioR / EXtERioR

30 YEaRs EXPERiEnCE
FREE Estima tEs

oaP  Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762
mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road
swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge
CB25 0ls

REFLEXOLOGY
f o r  H e a l t h  a n d  v i t a l i t y

reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

migraine • Back Pain • infertility • arthritis 
• sleep disorders • Hormonal disorders (including

Pmt) • sports injuries • digestive disorders •
relaxation • stress related conditions

(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(Babyflex) • men and women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

tel: 01223 811045 

or 07821 611315

**Gift vouchers available**
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Bottisham Patients’ Group

24-hour Blood Pressure Monitor • Our fund raising is off to a good start towards the
£1500 needed to pay for this machine, otherwise known as an Ambulatory Blood Pressure
Monitor (ABPM), for Bottisham Medical Practice so that patients can have the monitor fitted
at the surgery and their GP can have quick access to the readings. Monitoring blood pressure
is a crucial factor in keeping people with long term medical conditions healthy. Details of
how you can donate are on the PG noticeboard in the waiting room where the red collection
bucket awaits your contributions. Your donations of whatever amount will be very welcome,
in cash or cheque - cheques should be made out to ‘Bottisham Patients’ Group’. We don’t
have a deadline for reaching our target, but the sooner it’s reached the sooner patients won’t
have to spend half a day, twice, going to Addenbrooke’s to have their blood pressure
monitored. Watch out for other opportunities to contribute to this fund.

More money for General Practice • Here’s proof that it’s worth lobbying our politicians
for improvements to the service we receive from our GPs. The Autumn Statement on
December 3rd saw a major announcement about funding for patient care in general practice
– with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, confirming that a £1bn fund has
been established to invest in GP infrastructure over four years. The chair of the Royal
College of General Practitioners (RCGP) said, “Together we have put pressure on the
government to take action. As well as money targeted at GP infrastructure, the Chancellor
announced that an extra £1.5bn will be directed to front line health services. The
Chancellor’s announcement shows that the government has listened to our concerns and
agrees that general practice provides excellent value for money – with RCGP research
showing that for every £1 of additional investment made in general practice, £5 is saved in
other parts of the NHS. We also need urgent action to tackle the workforce crisis facing
general practice. Only by recruiting 8,000 more GPs – as well as other staff – over the next
five years will we be able to cut waiting times and ensure that practices can provide more
flexible opening hours. Due to the fact that our population is growing larger and older, we
are already 3-4,000 short of the number of GPs we need. To help keep the pressure up, if you
have not already done so please use our online tool to lobby your MP, which you can find at
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/campaign-home/get-involved/write-to-your-local-politician.aspx”

Getting involved in the Patients’ Group • The Patients Group is your group and the
committee members are patients of the practice like you. We meet 6 times a year on the fourth
Thursday of every other month, at 6.30 - 8pm at Downing Court, Swaffham Bulbeck. Our
next meeting is on 22nd January 2015. There are vacancies for committee members so if you
might be interested in joining us and would like to know more, please contact our Secretary
Jenny Langdon at patientsgroup@outlook.com and arrange to come to one of our meetings.

Health Walking Group • There will be two PG walks in January, led by Steve Gilson,
our accredited walk leader, on Wednesday 7th and Friday 23rd, starting from the surgery car
park at 11.00 am. Anglesey Abbey walks continue weekly on Thursdays from the Visitors’
Centre starting at 10.00 am. All patients are welcome on all these walks.

Wishing you a happy, healthy and peaceful 2015 • There is a lot of information about
keeping warm and staying healthy during the winter months, e.g. at . If you still haven’t had
your ‘flu jab phone the Practice on 01223 810030 to book an appointment. If you need urgent
medical care overnight, at weekends or during bank holidays please phone Urgent Care
Cambridgeshire on 111. Bottisham Patients’ Group Committee
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBrAr y oPENING HoUrS

monday Closed

t uesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm

w ednesday 10-11.30am

thursday 3-5pm

Friday 6-8pm

saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council
CHaIR
CHRISTINE BRYANT 127 High Street 811767

PaRIsH COUNCIllORs
ROBERT ALTHAM Hall Farm, Lode Road 811418
STEVEN ARONSON 61 Bell Road 812823
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689
MARIA DICKSON 5 Jenyns Clos 812499
ROS HALL 18 Spring Lane 811819
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230
JON OGBORN Woodward Drive 812631
PAUL WHITE 65 Ox Meado 813630

DIsTRICT COUNCIllORs
KEVIN ELLIS 20 Peacock Drive 813034
ROBERT STEVENS 51 Northfields, Lode 811643

COUNTY COUNCIllOR
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings,   01638 508729

High St, Brinkley
PaRIsH CleRK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD 26 Peacock Drive  07914 219732

The Rain Spot

November seemed a wet month but it was about average for our 20 years of ‘rain watching’.
It was 86.4mm with 10 dry days. More interesting is that we had 5 nights below zero
compared with November 2013 when we had 11 nights of frost. Terry Chapman

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

         

 

  
 

01223 812444

CB25 9Ha
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Bottisham Website:................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.ORG.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
Re:NeW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Simon Goddard.......................................................................01223 812881
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................
Enquiries and Appointments ..............................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only – Urgentcare Cambridge ............................................................................................111

Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999
Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station .....Contact through 101 

1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049
Bottisham Boys Football Club: Jim Tideswell .................................................................................812591
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School: Headteacher Paul Belzar.................................................811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Graham Barker/Charles Fletcher...............................................812087 / 811039
Bottisham Football: John Turner/Tim Sale ....................................................07841592203 / 07743862836
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321
Bottisham Pool association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley ..................................................812063
Branch Chairman: John Overton .......................................................................................................811792
www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040
Bottisham Sports association: Graham Barker ................................................................................812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250
Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information ........................................................................811372

Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
east Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555
east Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Kevin Ellis ..............................................................................813034

Robert Stevens.........................................................................811643
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant ....................................................................................811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905
MP for Cambs South east Constituency: 
James Paice (House of Commons. London SW1)..............................................Direct Line: 020 7219 5063

E-mail: paicejet@parliament.uk • www.jimpaice.com • Fax: 020 7219 3804
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm
CRESSET editor: ................................................................................................email: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
Treasurer, advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573
Design/artwork: ONG • codge.com • codge@codge.com.................................................................01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes or misprints.
The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot accept any responsibility 
for statements made in advertisements.

Useful Information




